GENDER ROLES

Are You Sexist?
Are men and women equal in all things?  Are men better at some things and women at others?  Men are different from women but does that mean they are better?  Take this quiz to see if you have sexist tendencies.

1. Your connection to the internet is hopeless! You call the broad-band internet service providers to send a technician. The technician who arrives turns out to be female. You:

a. tell her the problem is solved, then when she’s gone call for another technician.

b. think she’ll need help but you’ll give her a chance.

c. invite her in and show her the problem.

2. A female friend of yours says she hates it when men open doors for her.  You think she:

a. should let men open doors for her and thank them for their politeness.

b. is dead right

c. is making too much over nothing

3. You see a lady in a fur coat in an expensive car.  Your first thought is:

a. she must have a rich husband or boyfriend

b. she must have a highly paid job

c. some innocent animal died for her coat.

4. You go to visit a female friend.  At her house, her brother is busy sewing a button onto his shirt. You:

a. tell your friend she should be sewing the button for him.

b. Laugh and ask where he learned how to sew.

c. Ask him if he could mend a tear in your trousers.

5. You are in the car.  The car in front of you goes through a red light.  You say:

a. “That driver must be colour blind”

b. “I’ll bet that was a woman driver.”

c. “That driver is very irresponsible.”

6. There is a girl in your class who has sexy pictures of male actors and pop stars all over her notebooks.  You think:

a. it is dreadful the way that she is treating men.

b. she has a terrible taste in men.

c. It’s one thing for men to have pin-ups of women but it’s in bad taste for her to have pictures of men.

7. You are eating in an expensive restaurant.  The food is excellent and you would like to tell the cook.  You go into the kitchen and see a lady in a uniform.  You ask her:

a. “Could you tell me where the cook is?”

b. “Are you the cook?”

c. “Do you work here?”

8. You are working in a restaurant.  A man and woman have just finished their meal and asked for the bill.  You:

a. present the bill to the man.

b. present the bill to the woman.

c. place the bill on the table between the two of them.

9. You are about to buy a book about European philosophy when you turn the book over and see the author’s photo.  She has long wavy blonde hair, and is dressed in a tight blouse and a mini skirt and has a lot of make up.  You:

a. decide you want a book that looks more academic

b. look inside for a details about the author's credentials.

c. buy the book.

10. You have a little brother.  For his birthday he says he wants a girl doll more than anything. You:

a. get him the exact doll he wants.

b. tell him boys don’t play with dolls and get him a football instead.

c. get him a boy doll.

RESULTS:
Key:  Score as follows: 

1/ a-15 b-10 c-5

2/ a-15 b-10 c-5

3/ a-15 b-5 c-10

4/ a-15 b-10 c-5

5/ a-10 b-15 c-5

6/ a-10 b-5 c-15

7/ a-15 b-10 c-5

8/ a-15 b-10 c-5

9/ a-15 b-10 c-5

10/a-5 b-15 c-10

125-150 points. Oh dear!  You need to take a look at male and female stereotypes.  Remember you can be chivalrous without being sexist.

75-120 points. Confused?  Aren’t we all!  You have good instincts but need to think things through more carefully.

50-70 points. No worries – you must be sensitive to both female and male points of view.  Do you have a lot of brothers and sisters?
 1. READING
The good wife’s guide
· Have dinner ready. Plan ahead, even the night before, to have a delicious meal waiting for him. This is a way of letting him know that you have been thinking about him and are concerned about his needs. Most men are hungry when they come home and a good meal (especially his favourite dish) is part of the warm welcome. 
· Prepare yourself. Take 15 minutes to rest so you’ll be refreshed when he arrives. Check your make-up, put a ribbon in your hair and be fresh-looking
· Be cheerful and interesting for him. Perhaps his day was really boring and it is your job to make him happy.
· Over the cooler months of the year you should prepare and light a fire for him. Your husband will feel he has come home to a warm, calm, and peaceful place. 
· Prepare the children. Take a few minutes to wash the children’s hands and faces (if they are small), comb their hair and, if necessary, change their clothes. They are little treasures and he would like to see them playing the part. Minimise all noise. At the time of his arrival, eliminate all noise of the washer, dryer or vacuum. Try to encourage the children to be quiet. 
· Be happy to see him. 
· Greet him with a warm smile, not with complaints and problems. 
· Listen to him. You may have a dozen important things to tell him, but the moment of his arrival is not the time. Let him talk first - remember his topics of conversation are more important than yours. 
· Don’t complain if he’s late home for dinner or even if he stays out all night. Count this as minor compared to what he might have gone through that day. 
· Make him comfortable. Have him lean back in a comfortable chair or have him lie down in the bedroom. Have a cool or warm drink ready for him. 
· Arrange his pillow and offer to take off his shoes. Speak in a low, soothing and pleasant voice. 
· Remember, he is the master of the house and as such will always exercise his will with fairness and truthfulness. You have no right to question him. 
· A good wife always knows her place. 
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2. DISCUSSION 

1. Which ideas do you agree/disagree with? 

2. Are these instructions out of date or is there anything true about them? 

3. Why do you think the reality nowadays looks different? 

What are the stereotypes about men and women? 

Complete the following sentences in a way that you believe to be true.

· In my experience men are much ……………………………….. than women.

· Women, on the other hand, tend to be more ……………………….than men.

· Men are often obsessed with ………………………………………………… .

· Women are inclined to be more aware of ………………………….. than men.

· Unlike men, women ………………………………………………………… .

· The most irritating thing about men/women is that they ……………..……  .

· Compared with men/women, women/men ………………………………. .

· One thing that men and women both have in common is …………………… .
2. How are the roles of men and women changing in our country? Do you think these changes are for the better?
3. What things can either men or women do that the other cannot do and why? 

4. Is it OK for men to cry? 

5. Do women swear a lot? 

6. Who is regarded as the head of the family? 

7. When a woman and a man are together, who does most of the talking?

8. Can a man and a woman be only friends? 

9. Do men/men friendships differ from women/men or women/women friendships? How? 
 ‘Why do women live longer than men?’

